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Ten Daughters, several 
family members and three 
Cub Scouts gathered on 
December 14, 2019 to 
place wreaths at Fort Snel-
ling National Cemetery for 
Wreaths Across America. 

As a fundraising partner, 
Nathan Hale Chapter sold 
over one hundred wreaths! 
Over seventy wreaths des-
ignated to be placed on 
specific veterans’ graves. 
As a thank you gift, each 
grave-specific wreath was 
photographed and then 
emailed to the donor. 
Thank you for your dona-
tions.  

 

Mark your calendar 
for next year: Satur-
day, December 19, 
2020. 

Welcome New Nathan Hale Family Member  

Please welcome Alton Woods Johnson, 
born to member Audrey Johnson and 
her husband on Dec.  27, 2019. Alton 
was 7 lb. 1 oz. and was 19” long. 

Alton’s name was chosen to honor the 
memory Audrey’s husband’s great 
uncle, who was a first generation Nor-
wegian-American and a Green Beret.  

Great-great uncle Alton is fondly re-
membered and is buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery. Baby Alton’s mid-
dle name is the maiden name of Audrey’s maternal grandmother, 
Audrey Woods, who was a DAR member for over 40 years. Mom 
and baby are doing very well. 

Alton Woods Johnson  

Born Dec 27, 2019 

What a cutie! 

Pictured above left to right: Nancy Adomeit, LeeAnn Warner, 
Karrie Blees, Terease Pelfrey, Jan Hallman, Liz Pierson, Sam 
Darling. Daughters not in the photo: Merrilee Carlson, Nancy 
Ericson and Linda Sorensen. 

http://www.NathanHaleChapter.org
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“To catch the reader's attention, 

place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.” 

Ramblings  
You matter! Your volunteer service 
matters!  

The National Society DAR wants each 
Daughter to track her volunteer Service 
to America. These numbers are likely 
used for grant funding and publicity at 
the national level. But there are benefits 
for our Chapter as well.  Did you know 
that logging your service online helps 
me complete our 40+ page annual 
Chapter Master Report? Did you know 
that logging your service hours helps 
our Chapter maintain its good standing 

within the State DAR? Did you know that your volunteer ser-
vice attracts prospective members? 

 On our chapter website, we highlight our volunteer activities 
with photos and the total volunteer hours for the past year. In 
our digital age, our website is a perfect tool to reach out to new 
members. Active women will be drawn to our Chapter when 
they see all of the ways that we contribute to our community.  

 Here are a few of the many types of volunteering done by our 
members this year: bell-ringing, mentoring veterans, working/
teaching at church, bird-banding, presenting medals to cadets, 
serving on other non-profit boards, making blankets and hats, 
providing rides, gardening to increase pollinators, indexing pa-
triot records, visiting the homebound, installing educational 
displays, baking for funerals, researching, clipping box tops, 
photographing headstones, judging the Klondike Kate contest 
and honoring our veterans. Not to mention our chapter activi-
ties at places like the Ramsey County Government Center, 
Women’s Advocate Shelter, Fisher House, Fort Snelling Nation-
al Cemetery and North St. Paul Veteran’s Park. 

Please do one of the following: 

1. Log your 2019 volunteer hours online before February 1, 
2020 (yes, this is an update), or 

2. Contact Deb Blakeway, our Chapter Chair, ASAP. She will 
log your hours for you 

2020 will have lots of opportunities of serving together. I look 
forward to our usual activities as well as our special events. 
Happy New Year! 

Karrie 

Updates to Committees 
LeeAnn Warner has graciously taken 
over as Chair of the DAR Service to Vet-
erans Committee for our chapter. She 
will be leading us in filling move-in bas-
kets for vets that are transitioning to 
their own apartments. Also watch out 
for her Backpacks for Vets program 
(featured in last month’s newsletter).  
 
Jenny will continue to coordinate volun-
teers for monthly Fisher House meals. 
Karrie will continue to coordinate 
Wreaths Across America. Wow, this 
committee is growing! 

More Notes from the Regent…
Volunteers Needed for History Day 

National History Day is an inter-
disciplinary research project for stu-
dents in grades 6-12. Students choose a 
topic that relates to this years’ theme of 
Breaking Barriers in History. They re-
search that topic, and present their re-
search in one of five presentation cate-
gories: Research Paper, Exhibit, Docu-
mentary, Performance, or Website. Stu-
dents may then enter their projects into 
History Day competitions at school, re-
gional, state, and national levels. 
Doesn’t this sound like a perfect DAR 
partner? 

Each History Day event includes train-
ing and lunch! Volunteers are paired 
with an experienced judge and can also 
request to be paired with a friend. I 
(Karrie) have judged Exhibits and Web-
sites. I will be volunteering on Satur-
day, March 14th at Johnson High School 
and Saturday, March 28th at White Bear 
Lake HS. Both are Junior (middle 
school) events. Let me know by January 
25 if you would like to join me. 

To learn more: http://
education.mnhs.org/historyday/ 

http://education.mnhs.org/historyday/
http://education.mnhs.org/historyday/


 

 

February Birthdays 

are coming up for the following Nathan Hale 

members  We hope each one of you has a terrific 

day.   

 Marlene Johnson 
 Cindy Schoonmaker 
 Becky Sonnick 
 Linda Sorensen 
 Sarah Stowell 

Happy Birthdays 
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Nov. 9 was the 101st anniversary of the armistice of the Great World War. Major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at 
the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the Armistice with Germany went into effect. At the urging of major 
U.S. veteran organizations, Armistice Day was renamed Veterans Day in 1954. 

A full remembrance was provided at the North Saint Paul Veteran’s Park, including the North High School singing our national 
anthem, Air Force JROTC cadets providing watch, the VFW Post Honor Guard volleying their rifles, a beautiful wreath laying cere-
mony and inspiring speeches. 

Nathan Hale members: Julia Bielke, Karrie Blees, Patty Merwin, Pat Swanson and LeeAnn Warner acted as hostesses, greeting guests, handing out 
programs, serving hot beverages and chasing a runaway tent. (Yes, a 10x10 tent tumbled across the park, over the railing and onto eastbound MN 
Highway 36.) 

From the Archives 

Five ring-binders of Chapter Archives have been scanned. Metal fasteners were removed and all of the items 
from two of these binders have been “tagged.”  

Karrie first heard about tags while listening to a genealogy podcast where the speaker touted the benefits of 
being able to quickly find just the right family photo among the thousands of images on his computer. Last 
May, Sue Duff-Erkel, the Minnesota State DAR Digitizing Chair presented an in-depth tutorial on tagging as 
it relates to chapter materials.  

Certain types of digital files, like jpg files, may have “tags” added to them. These tags are searchable. You can 
add as many tags as you like in the Details window of each file. (I’m working on a Windows 10 PC, but this 
same concept works on a Mac.)   Archives . . . Continued on Page 4 

Yearbook updates: 

 Karrie Blees —Mailing  address: 2887 Lake Blvd., 
N. St. Paul, MN 55109  

 Teresa Cragg—Address: 4600 14th St.,  Menominee 
MI 49858 

 Audrey Johnson—Address: 1967 Grand Ave., Apt. 
203, St. Paul, MN 55105 

 Betty Mackey—Address:  5015 35th Ave. South, 
#317, Minneapolis, Mn. 55417 

 Lynn Tenney—Phone: 612-616-1610 

 Victoria Westenhofer—email: avien-
dha26@hotmail.com 

 Colleen Marie Howard Wood— Address: 1972 Walsh 
Lane, St. Paul, MN 55118-4261 Email:  
Rob@robwood.org, phone: 651-454-2920; Birthday 
24 July; Admitted 5 April 2019; DAR 79925, Rich-
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Once again, our chapter has 
two events on the same day!! 
Basket-making begins at 1 
pm! 

Feb. 11  Genealogy Night, 6 
pm, MN Historical Society 

Feb.17  Fisher House, 4-5:30 
p.m. 5045 E. 54th St. Mpls. 
Canceled. 

Feb. 22 George Washington 
Wreath Laying—10:30 a.m. 
at the George Washington 
statue located in Washburn 
Fair Oaks Park, 200 W 24th 
St., Minneapolis. 

Following the wreath laying 
ceremony all daughters and 
guests are invited to lunch 
(Dutch treat) at the Black 
Forest Inn restaurant located 
at 1 East 26th Street, Minneap-
olis.   

Feb. 25—No Chapter Meet-
ing. 

Mar. 2 Book Club, 5-6:30 pm 
at Lund's & Byers's, in Wood-
bury. Nathan Hale:  The Life 
and Death of America’s First 
Spy by M. William Phelps.  
Reading Assignment to be 
posted in next newsletter. 

Mar. 10 Genealogy Night, 6 
pm, MN Historical Society 

Mar. 16 Fisher House, 4-5:30 
p.m. 5045 E. 54th St. Mpls. 
Nancy Adomeit & LeeAnn 
Warner. 

Mar. 24—Chapter Meeting. 
12-2 p.m. Our Savior’s Lu-
theran Church, 674 Johnson 
Parkway, St. Hostesses:  Vol-
unteers Needed.  Presenter: 

Jan 20 Fisher House, 

4-5:30 p.m. 5045 E. 54th St. 
Mpls. Canceled. 

Jan. 28—No Chapter Meet-
ing. 

Feb. 3 Book Club, 5-6:30 
pm at Caribou Coffee, 
Lunds & Byerlys, Wood-
bury. Nathan Hale:  The Life 
and Death of America’s First 
Spy by M. William Phelps.  
Read through Chapter 12. 

Feb. 8—Basket Assembly, 
Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church, 674 Johnson Park-
way, St. Paul, 1-3 p.m.  Per 
LeeAnn Warner, there is 
still a need for games and 
ear buds for the older kids. 

Feb.  8—Genealogy Club at 
Germanic Genealogy Socie-
ty Library at Concordia St. 
Paul.  9 a.m. 

Genealogy Club is going on 
a field trip! The Germanic 
Genealogical Society (GGS) 
is hosting a Library Work-
shop February 8th. Contain-
ing over 2500 items, the 
GGS library is located in the 
Library and Technology 
Building at Concordia Uni-
versity St. Paul. This field 
trip will cost $10/person. 
GGS volunteers will make 
two brief presentations, 
give a library overview and 
assist with using the GGS 
Collection. 

Details: 

Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020, 9:00 
am registration, Room 213, 
event runs 9:30 am-noon.  
Cost: $10 (no pre-
registration needed).  Ad-
dress: 1282 Concordia Ave, 
St. Paul 55104; campus map: 
Library is #19 https://
www.csp.edu/wp-content/

Mary Dupont, author of Mrs. 
Ambassador: The Life and Poli-
tics of Eugenie Anderson and 
granddaughter of Eugenie 
Anderson, Ambassador to 
Denmark. 

Apr. 6 Book Club, 5-6:30 pm 
at Lund's & Byers's, in Wood-
bury. Nathan Hale:  The Life 
and Death of America’s First 
Spy by M. William Phelps.  

 

NATHAN HALE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JANUARY 

MARCH 

FEBRUARY 
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Reading Assignment to be 
posted in next newsletter. 

Apr 14 Genealogy Night, 6 
pm, MN Historical Society 

Apr. 20 Fisher House, 

4-5:30 p.m. 5045 E. 54th St. 
Mpls. Volunteers Needed.   

Apr. 28—Chapter Meeting. 
12-2 p.m. Our Savior’s Lu-
theran Church, 674 Johnson 
Parkway, St. Hostesses: Char 
Sheahan & Sharon Silver.   

APRIL 

Nancy Adomeit created a spreadsheet and invento-
ried all of our items. Archival boxes, file folders and 
photo sleeves were purchased to hold items, as per 
Minnesota guidelines. An original painting has been 
cleaned and restored. Merrilee headed the group that 
scanned all of our original membership applications. 
This month, Sam Darling will replace all the metal 
paperclips attached to our applications with archival 
paperclips. We will continue the big job of scanning 
(pdf files for typed documents and jpg files for hand-
written items) and tagging the records.  

 If you have a scanner and would like to help, give me 
a call. Or, if you would like to show off an item from 
our archives by writing a piece for the newsletter, I 
would gladly share! Our Chapter Archives project is 
so big that there is work of all sizes to be done. The 
sooner we get 
this project 
done, the soon-
er that we can 
spend time dig-
itizing some-
thing more fun, 
like church rec-
ords!  

Photo: Nathan 
Hale Archives, 
Statue Corre-
spondence item 66, 
handwritten ledger 
of donors, author 
unknown. 

From the Archives cont from Page 3 
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