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 Nathan Hale 
Chapter will con-
tinue to hold its 
chapter and Execu-
tive Board meetings 
online. Online 
meetings via Zoom 
ensure compliance 
with the Governor’s 
Emergency Execu-
tive Order and face 
covering mandate 
while providing 
most of our mem-
bers with safe and 
comfortable access 
to meetings. 

Heirloom Show & Tell is a “Hit” at July Meeting 

 The Heirloom Show and Tell was very well received at the July meeting.  It 
was wonderful to learn a bit  more about our Daughters and their Ancestors.  
Watch for more exciting participatory Chapter events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Judy Wedul’s school bell is one of the only items salvaged after the Homer 
School ( built in 1857) burned. Judy’s great- and great-great grandparents resid-
ed in Homer,  NY and they left accounts of meetings that took place in the 
school building after hours, and later in the rebuilt building currently known as 
the Homer Town Hall. The bell was handed down to my grandmother (a teach-
er), then to my father (a band and music director) and finally to me (a music 
teacher).  

(Continued on page 6) 
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1) Nancy Ericson with her mater-
nal grandmother’s (Sophie Nie-
buhr, talented  at sewing and 
crocheting) small crocheted tea-
cup—one of the Christmas gifts 
she created for her 23 grand-
children one year.  

2) Robin Selvig’s mother’s ID card from 
her arrival in the US in 1939, her native 
dress and Robin’s Mom and her Aunt in 
their native dress in Czechoslovakia.  

http://www.NathanHaleChapter.org
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Regent Ramblings  

 Well, I've had the privilege to be Re-
gent of Nathan Hale Chapter for one year. 
These 12 months have been a whirlwind of 
excitement, challenges and growth. 

  There is no doubt that when future 
generations look back at 2020, they will 
study how we managed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As Daughters, we 
have sewn masks, helped neighbors, 
served our communities, encouraged one 
another and learned how to use the Zoom 

app. Marlene Johnson told me how thankful she was to 
have Deb Blakeway and Merrilee Carlson visit at her home 
and teach her how to use Zoom. Our online meetings have 
been well-attended. Even though we are online, we've in-
stalled new members and welcomed 
guests/prospective members. In July, we 
welcomed Regent Leah Culver Whitcomb 
to our meeting; she is new member Peggy 
Mitchell's long-time friend and is the Re-
gent of St. Leger Cowley Chapter DAR, 
Lincoln Nebraska. 

  Through the challenges of this season, we continue to 
grow. I have two main goals for the chapter: 1) Nathan 
Hale Chapter will continue to grow in membership to be 100 
strong. 2) Nathan Hale Chapter will increase the number of 
Chapter Committees and increase chapter involvement via 
active committee projects and community service opportu-
nities. 

  Registrar Merrilee Carlson continues to go above and 
beyond to help prospective members with their applica-
tions, thereby increasing our membership numbers. But, 
how do we keep members engaged, active and excited 
about the DAR? What can each of us do? The answer is 
within Goal #2. 

  I challenge each member to go online and look at the 
National Society DAR's list of 44 committees. (Yes, there are 
44 different committees!) Find a committee that appeals to 
you. Better yet, find a project that appeals to you. I am con-
vinced that if you have an idea that excites you, there will be 
ladies in our chapter that will want to help you. I'll cite a 
couple of successes: Terease Pelfrey had the idea to fill care 
baskets for children at the Women's Shelter. Patty Merwin 
planned a wonderful wreath-laying ceremony at the Nathan 
Hale statue. Last fall, Deb Blakeway organized a day of pho-
tographing tombstones at Oakland cemetery (in the freezing 
cold). 

  Let's do it! Let's strengthen our sisterly connections. 
Let's band together in service to our communities. 

  

  

Conservation Corner 
 
By Marlene Johnson 
 
 To help your plants 
grow, use the following 
formula:  N (Nitrogen) - 
Blood Meal, P (Phosphorus) - Bone Meal) 
and K (Potassium) - Epsom Salts. 
  
 Peonies prefer a mix of one part N, two 
parts P and two parts K. 

Susan Wright 

The July Zoom meeting was well attended, including top row 

from left;  Regent Karrie Blees, Robin Selvig, Nancy Ericson, 

Merr Carlson, Deb Blakeway;  2nd row from left:  Sam Dar-

ling, Judy Wedul, Patty Merwin, Barbara Wilson, Sherri 

Marier; 3rd row from left: Jennifer Parker, Terease Pelfrey, 

Janice Hallman, Marlene Johnson, Elizabeth Pierson; 4th row 

from left:  Marcia Gale, Linda Sorenson, Cindy Scott, Martha 

West and Nancy Adomeit.  Also attending were:  Leah, ?? and 

Sarah Jane Stowell. 

Box Tops for Education  

 Submit email receipts to  re-
ceipts@boxtops4education.com using the 
same email that's associated with your 
BTFE account.  

 Save Box tops for Crossnore School 
from these stores:  (as of April 6, 2020) 
Costco, CVS, Google Express, Hy-Vee, 
SamsClub.com,  Shipt, Target.com, 
Walgreens, Walmart, and Walmart.com.   

mailto:receipts@boxtops4education.com
mailto:receipts@boxtops4education.com
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Women’s Issues Committee Corner 

By Judy Wedul 

 Divorce:  The following is how a Divorce Coach 
and Child Specialist views children and divorce.   

 A Divorce Coach is a skilled, licensed mental 
health professional trained to manage a wide varie-
ty of emotions and issues that arise during divorce.  
Divorce is both an end and a beginning.   

 A Child Specialist provides insight into how 
your child is coping with divorce and offers options 
for parenting time and other logistics in your child’s 
best interest.  The specialist acts as a spokesperson 
for younger children or helps older children articu-
late their feelings/wishes directly to you, divorce 
coaches, and/or attorneys.   

 Helping you focus 
on the child’s needs is 
critical.  The specialist 
works with parents to 
shift their thinking 
from “my time” with 
the child to the “child’s 
time” so both parents 
understand that the child’s needs are most essential.   

 The specialist also helps parents shift away from 
financial issues with regard to their children, and 
focus on their developmental needs instead and 
helps design an age appropriate Parenting Plan that 
specifically addresses the defined needs of the 
child/children as he/she/they go through the re-
structuring of the family. 

(Source- Adapted from Family Solutions Counseling) 

Where are George & Ben? 
 

Classical Reviv-

al capitol building de-

signed by Cass Gil-

bert and built between 

1896–1905. It houses 

the second-largest self-

supported marble 

dome in the world. 

And was constructed 

at a cost of 4.5 million dollars. 

From the Archives 

 For many years, Na-
than Hale Chapter had a 
collection of "relics" that 
were stored in a steamer 
trunk.  

 The June 2020 news-
letter featured a photo 
of the "right" side of the 
cloth.  

 Pictured this month is the "wrong", or the 
inside, of the cloth. The maroon and cream 
broadcloth was interlined with another, less-
tightly woven fabric to give it greater strength.  

 This fabric came from a coat owned by G. 
Crawford who lived in Pennsylvania during 
the American Revolution. Donated by Mrs. 
James S. Bryant [not a chapter member], his 
great great granddaughter.  

(Relics Archive Book #NH-16) 

Happy Birthday! 

 September Birth-
days are coming up for 
the following Nathan 
Hale members.  We 
hope each of you has a 
terrific day. 

 

 Merilee Carlson 
 Sondra Glasenapp 
 Jennifer Parker 
 Deb Schlotter Alwin 
 Judy Wedul 
 Betty Wolfangle 

Welcome New Members! 

Marcia "Marcy" Gale (transfer) 
Katharyn Pribula 

Susan Wright 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Revival_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Revival_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cass_Gilbert
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Let’s Get to Know One Another:  Daughter Profiles 

Jenny Parker: 

· When did you join DAR? (and Why?) 

I joined DAR in December of 2011.  I first joined because I 
wanted to know if my family research was indeed cor-
rect.  I stayed because the other ladies in the chapter were 
and still are very welcoming and friendly. 

· Who was your patriot and what do you know about 

him/her? 

My patriot ancestor and 5th great-grandfather is Elias Stew-
art.  Elias Stewart was born in Connecticut Colony in 1742. 
In 1769 Elias Stewart married Sarah Steward, to this union 
was born 10 children.  Elias Stewart fought during the 
American Revolution in the 1st Connecticut Regiment, his 
unit wintered at Valley Forge with General Washington. After his military service, Elias and his 
family moved to Vermont. He died on February 6, 1792, in Rutland County, Vermont. 

· What is your career choice and your current job? 

From the time I was a little girl, I wanted to be a teacher. I was fortunate to be able to follow my 
dream, I was a 7th grade American History teacher for 14 school years, before moving to the main 
office as a school administrator.  I'm currently the Assistant Principal of Falcon Ridge Middle 

School.  This fall will be the start of my 24th year as a public school 
educator, all 24 years at Falcon Ridge. 

· Tell us about your family and how you are handling all the home 
duties and working? Do you have school-age children, so you have 
to be a teacher, too? 

My family includes my parents, my sister and her family.  I have two 
nieces and a nephew.  Since I live by myself, the pandemic hasn't re-
ally changed my life much, except that I stay home more than I usu-
ally do.  I've gotten a lot of knitting done! 

·Are there any other DAR members in your family—past or cur-

rent? 

Nope, I'm the first one in my family to join the DAR.  But, my niece 
Nora is turning 6 in September, so in 12 years she can join! My niece 
Della is only one year old, so we have a few years before she can join. 
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Sharon “Sam” Darling 

· When did you join DAR? (and Why?) 

I joined DAR in 2018.  I inherited my love of county and family herit-
age from my father and grandmother.  It's in my blood.  Through 
DAR I can give back to the country that has given me so many oppor-
tunities. 

· Who was your patriot and what do you know about him/her? 

My patriot is Mathias Clark.  He was a 1st Lieut. in the 2nd Regiment 
from NY. He was born Mathias DeClerk in 1839 in what is the North 
end of New York City today.  When he married Immetje Page he 
changed the name to Clark.  They were married in the Reformed 
Dutch Church of Albany, New York. 

· What is your career choice and your current job? 

My early career was in writing and editing.  While raising young children I did freelance work from 
home.  When the children were in high school I went back to work as an administrator at a universi-
ty.  I have always been interested in family heritage and chasing the stories has been my hobby 
since I was young.  

· Tell us about your family and how you are handling all the home duties and working? Do you 
have school-age children, so you have to be teacher, too? 

My sister became a DAR member at about the same time I did.  She belongs to a Chapter in Stillwa-
ter.  Through DAR we came in contact with a cousin we had never met.  This cousin lives in Hou-
ston and has the same patriot my sister and I have.  We had planned to meet this summer, but 
Covid has put our meeting on hold for now. 

 Are there any other DAR members in your family—past or current? 

Since joining DAR I have learned many new things and have  met wonderful women that I would 
not know had I not joined. 
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Julia Bielke 

· When did you join DAR? (and Why?) 

I first heard about the DAR when I was in 7th grade and won 2nd place in a spon-
sored history essay contest. Winners got the opportunity to attend the General James 
Knapp chapter meeting for tea (photo attached!). I longed to be that "fancy" when I 
grew up. We celebrated my mother's Slovak heritage exclusively in our family; I 
knew they were recent immigrants so I believed I wasn't eligible to join the DAR.  

· Who was your patriot and what do you know about him/her? 

Fast-forward to 2018, I stepped away from my career in technology project manage-

ment to focus on family life. I wanted an outlet for regular volunteer work and a 

sense of community; the DAR came to mind. I set out researching my father's family 

Bielke Continued on Page 8 



 

 

4) Sherri Marier and her velvet photo album from the 1880's 
that she received from her Aunt. It was full of pictures of her 
great grandparents’ families. One side had a feud with the 
other side and threw their photos away, so she said she’s 
lucky to have them.  

5) Linda Sorenson and her great grandmother’s cookbook 
with her name written on the inside cover. The cookbook itself 
is interesting with many old and unusual recipes, but between 
the pages are numerous other interesting items. There are 
many newspaper clippings, handwritten recipes, letters from 
my great grandmother about my grandma as a young girl, 
and a postcard sent from a cousin in Kansas to my great 
grandmother in Indiana.  

6) Martha West and her small wooden clogs from NW France 
brought home by her Grandfather, Henry Lee West, from 
WWI, where he was in the trenches on Armistice Day.  

7) Barb Wilson’s silver or pewter charm bracelet that be-
longed to her grandmother, who was a girl of the right age for 
this around 1900. Several charms have movable parts: merry-
go-round, bicycle, spinning wheel, roller skate, stork and ba-
by, dentist chair, table and two chairs set for tea, and stage 
coach. Barb was given the bracelet when she was about 10 
years old.  

8) Cindy Scott a woven hand-held fan from my great grand-
ma Nellie Stow.  The material used is like or the same as a wo-
ven wooden basket.  (Nellie Stow's great great grandfather is 
my patriot.)  Thanks to all who participated in the Show and 
Tell. 
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New Members and their Patriots: 

Peggy Mitchell, Holly Mitchell & Joyce Stemple - Approved July 5 

Ancestor Godfrey Stemple A108464 

Born c 1718 Germany; Died before 4/9/1798 in Monongalia Co VA 

Patriotic Service:  Member of Committee to help inhabitants and signed Oath of Allegiance in 
Washington Co VA 

Wife Margaret Boyles; They had 10 children including son Martin who married a Margaret 
Boyles.   

Susan Wright and Katharyn Pribula - Approved August 5 

Wife AgAncestor Isaac Roberts A096808 

Born 9/8/1741 Oxford Twp, Philadelphia Co PA; Died 8/28/1815 Cheltenham Twp, Montgom-
ery Co PA 

Patriotic Service:  Worker in Commissary Department at the Armory 

Wife Agnes Harper; 10 children including daughter Sarah who married Isaac Walton 
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Constitution Week is September 17-23 
Constitution Week Chair Martha West invites all members to participate in Constitution Week. For 
those who normally do displays, contact your city hall or library to be sure they are open and will 
agree to displays. With COVID-19, the guidelines may be different this year. If you have questions, 
contact Martha West marthawest8400@gmail.com, 

Here are the details (START EARLY!):  

 Log in to DAR Members site to see goals and activities 

 https://www.dar.org/national-society/member-login 

 Click on > Committees 

 Click on > Constitution Week 

 Talk to the chapter members that live in your city.  

 Call your mayor’s office.  Ask that she/he proclaim Constitution Week. 

 

Sample Proclamation  

 WHEREAS: The Constitution of the United States of America, the guardian of our liberties, em-
bodies the principles of limited government in a Republic dedicated to rule by law; and  

 WHEREAS: September 17, 2020, marks the two hundred thirty-third anniversary of the framing 
of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional Convention; and  

 WHEREAS: It is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this magnificent document 
and its memorable anniversary, and to the patriotic celebrations which will commemorate it; and  

 WHEREAS: Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the President 
of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as Constitution Week,  

 NOW, THEREFORE I, ________________ by virtue of the authority vested in me as (Governor or 
Mayor) of the State or City) of ________________ (in the City of) ________________ do hereby pro-
claim the week of September 17 through 23 as  

 

CONSTITUTION WEEK 

 

and ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals the Framers of the Constitution had in 1787 by vigilantly 
protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through this guardian of our liberties.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the (State or City) to 
be affixed this ____________ day of __________________ of the year of our Lord two thousand 
TWENTY.  

Signed ____________________________________ SEAL Attest _______________________ 

mailto:marthawest8400@gmail.com
https://www.dar.org/national-society/member-login
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October 13 —Genealogy 
Night To be determined   

October 19 —Fisher 
House To be determined. 

October 27—Chapter 
Meeting. To be deter-
mined   

November 2—Book 
Club, via Zoom. Book:  
Votes for Women!: Ameri-
can Suffragists and the Bat-
tle for the Ballot by Win-
nifred Conkling 

November 3—Election 
Day. 

November 10 —
Genealogy Night To be 
determined   

November 16 —Fisher 
House To be determined. 

November 24—Chapter 
Meeting. To be deter-
mined   

December 7—Book 
Club, via Zoom. Book:  
Votes for Women!: Ameri-
can Suffragists and the Bat-
tle for the Ballot by Win-
nifred Conkling 

December 8 —
Genealogy Night To be 
determined   

December 21 —Fisher 
House To be determined.   

December 29—No 
Chapter Meeting. 

August 17 —Fisher 
House To be deter-
mined. 

Check on status of visits 
with Jenny Parker. Volun-
teers may be needed.   

August 25—No Chapter 
Meeting 

September 14—Book 
Club, via 
Zoom. Fin-
ish book 
Founding 
Mothers by 
Cokie Rob-
erts. 

September 14 —
Genealogy Night To be 
determined   

September 20 —Fisher 
House To be deter-
mined. 

September 22—Chapter 
Meeting. Via Zoom.   

October 5—Book Club, 
to be determined. Via 
Zoom. Book:  
Votes for 
Women!: 
American 
Suffragists 
and the Battle 
for the Ballot 
by Win-
nifred Conkling 

SEPTEMBER 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Where are George & Ben? 
Answer:  Minnesota State Capitol. 

AUGUST 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

Julia Bielke (continued from Page 5) 

tree, something we only had 
vague ideas about. I was able 
to trace both of his parents to 
Revolutionary War patriots as 
well as Mayflower passen-
gers. They would have been 
so proud on both accounts. I 
often think of my grandmoth-
er when I attend our monthly 
meetings as I believe she 
would have cherished being a 
DAR member. I started at-
tending Nathan Hale Chapter 
meetings in July of 2018 and 
officially became a member in 
February of 2019 with my pa-
triot, Hannah Watts Weston. 
Hannah contributed to war 
efforts by gathering 30+ lbs of 
lead and powder from neigh-
bors and carried it 16 miles on foot to a naval 
attack on Machias, Maine. 

· What is your career choice and your current 
job? 

In today's COVID-19 world, my time has shift-
ed, but not changed dramatically. I've found all 
of the family history, stories and photos I have 
collected over the last 2 years particularly inspi-
rational during these times of uncertainty.  

· Tell us about your family and how you are 
handling all the home duties and working? 
Do you have school-age children, so you have 
to be teacher, too? 

I've enjoyed spending more quality time togeth-
er with my husband and 13-year-old daughter.  
I am grateful that online school was a good fit 
for her. I am a volunteer career coach with a 
veteran's organization and that work is virtual, 
so it is unaffected. My hobby, outside of the 
new Genealogy obsession, is Ballet. The pan-
demic has allowed me to take virtual classes all 
over the world, which is an upside to quaran-
tine life.  

Essay Winner 


